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I ulmt tour, kbit noons.

Frnl'a Kraessoa,illlW
A peculiar Interest attaches to the JAfe itnet

lUat JAim of tiromu br James Asmiottr Fitotlba
1 V (Kcrlbners) because, unless he hu left nnpub- -

aj llthed manuscripts. It 14 the lost book that we

IllaJ cn hope for from one of the most accomplished
lllljil and attractive writers of his time, tt embodies

Kill the substance of a series of lectures delivered
(II is from the chair to which he liiul been called near
Hi I PI' the end of his life, the chair of Begins professor

llllul of modern history nt Oxford, which hail been

IllIPi successively occupied by (Jotdwln Smith, by,
lllllltl Htnbbs, nnd by Frcemsn. Tlie subject motf
Ihlllssl hvn been peculiarly congenial to the lecturer,
IpPHB liecA'.ne It Inl htm back to those researches In
I Uri i'"' "' "' sixteenth century, to which a
I 1m Urge part of Ms earlier years had been devoted,
I HIS and became, as the reader will ircclve. there

as something In the rharacter and tastes of
I Erasmus singularly sympathetic to his blog- -

!(IK rapher. From the nature of the case, the
II method followed In these lectures was eclectic:

not a few points of Interest In the career of the
6 IIIIJ subject are untouched. One would have liked,

J II J for Instance, to hear at least a reference to the
K l i fsct that tho barbarous mode of pronounr- -
jj (j U lug Greet:, which until recently prevailed In

j the English Schools and universities, was
j) I elunlaigcly to his suggestion and Influence. One
I i reeks In vntn. too, an allusion to the codlcej
H which Krasmus, In the function of translator,
I L accepted as authorities for the tlreek text of the
jj IGJ New Testament, and to the value of them, com- -
I Hj pared with that of other codices then extant or
I alnre discovered. Hut everything wo have no

j j right tn expect In a volume of this sle, and we
(llj may well be thankful for what we find.

f I III1 The subject of thee lectures was born at Rot- -
I 1 ifc tenia tn In 14117, when Charles the Hold had Just
jj m tierome Duke of Burgundy. He Is supposed to

JH have been lorn nut of wedlock. The readers of
J lin Charles ltcado's"Clolstr.and tho llearth"are

it familiar w llh t History tif Ms parents: the trndl- -

j tf tlon whlclt is exiinndeil In the novel Is condensed

J
j by the present biographer Inn paragraph. The fa- -

'? IrJ therof ErasuiuswasnnmcdGerrard.pronnunced
t il ' apparently (llerard. from ifrrni, "lodeslre," or

"to lone passionately." In tho son, tho Dute.li
' jll srord was Latinized Into Desldcrlu. nnd
i yjj Ortfclrcd afterward, to tho nffecta--

jfj tlnnnf tho ttm. Into Erasmus. Jutns Heuchlln
j lecsnio Cnpnlo and Swnrtzcrdo was turned Into

j h Mclnncbthon. According to tho legend Eras--
i U runs was. as wo havo said, a lovo child. Tho
J 19 fnthcrwas n man of some station, well educated,

tvllhn e Incuhrly Ir.tcrcilliiT am! even fasclnat- -

(II Ing character. He fell In lore. It Is ssld, with n
cortnln Marr.arct. daughter of a physlrlan nt
blebcn Bergen. Margaret was equally In lot o

rrithhlm. For Aome unknown tho rrla- -
tlons, cllher his or hers, opposed their marriage.!1 They wcro Imprtielent mid tho usual come- -

r,uences sromrd likely to follow. At this dan- -

ftorn'is time business of some kind required Gcr- -

rani's presence nt Home. Ho went, expecting
( aS to return Immediately, w hen the marrlago was
' ) to b) completed, to save the legitimacy of the
, 9 expected e hlld. Ho v detained. Coinraunlcn- -

S tlons wero Irregular. Tlio relations sent a story
' flj after hint lh.it Margaret was dead. Ho believed

H It, and. In dipa!r, beenmo n urlest. His raar--
, H rlago was niiuls thus Imimsslble. nnd he ills--
j covcrelthoricUwhenltwatoolntoforremeily:
i H thus the child was horn out of wedlock.

H So. at lea-.t- , ran tho story, but. as Froude
jS polms out. It grow up out of tradition when

! 9 Krasmus hud hejume famous nnd his enemies
llkwl to thro- - a flur upon his pnrcnts. Tho
blugr.tpher thinks that It Is, perhaps, n lie
tctlicr: perhaps only pnrtlya lie. Thedlftlculty
Is that Krasmus s.ijs distinctly that he was a
second child, and ha.1 n brother three years

' j older than liiBV-lf-. There Is no suggestion of
f any previous marrlago with another person.
JJ The connection of his father and mother must,

j thorefotf. hao been of long continuance Tho
Inct Is that Lrasiaus's own letters aro the only
trustworthy authority for his life. From them,

j J welenrn Hint the two rhll'.rcn wcro brought
' up like other people's children under the Joint

f
i j raru of their father ami mother, and that

j lie, tha younger, was his mother's special
Itc, a blight, i lexer llttln fellow, ntth llaxen

IjW fcalr, gray-blu- o eyes, and sharp. clean-cu- t fca--l

tuns: vcryprcttj.lt is said, and with a
toned voice, which seemed to say that nature

II cieant him for u musician. '1 he mother thought
so, and proposed to make a little angel of him,

. and tra'ii him as a chorister. Hut he had no real
gift that way, and no taste fur It. In his later

I j years he carr.o even to hate the droning of ec-- I
jl clcslastlcal music. The chorister plan falling.

I Jio was entered when 11 yenrs old as a day boy at
I a school at l)e er.ti r, his mother removlngthcro

I from ltottcrdam to take rare of him. Hero tho
' littloboy soon showed talent: he had an ex-- I

traordlnarj' memory, learnt Horaco and Terence
I by heart, and comiosed verses of his own.

1 Ho showed a passionate fondness for books;
Tourtd all that ho could get hold of; got up

.R mimic debatos; challenged other boys to dlsputo
,fj with him on points of language or literature.
jM He says that ho was 111 taught, that his master
IHI was Illiterate nnd did not understand htm. Ho
nil once composed what he considered an excellent
llll Latin letter to tho man, for which herxpectrd
HI to bo complimented. Tho master only told him

IUI to mind his hnndwrltlng and attend to his
n punctuation. There was freo use of the rod be-I-

aides; nevertheless, when visitors appeared ho
jl was pointed nut as a boy of exceptional promise.

IUI When ho was eleven years old the famous
l Itudolph Agrlcola came to Ilerenter to Inspect

tho scliool. Krasmos was brought up to
Iilm; tho great man patted his flaxen
poll and said, "this little fellow will
come to homethlng by and by." Shortly

I) afterthe visit nt Agrlcola. the mother died. Her
husband was unable to survtvo her loss. Kras- -

.( xnusanilhts elder brother l'eter were now or- -
I phans, and wero left under the guardianship of

t
j I three of his father's friends, a bnnker. an un--

U named burgher, who soon died of the plague,
' and the master of another school at Ooude.

j t The banker vs busy with his own affairs, and
:. gavo tho schoolmaster the whole charge. There

' wan tome property In rvady money, bills and
.' )r land; not much. Krasmus cays, but enough to

j launch his brother and himself respectably In
' the world. What followed was related after- -

j . vonl by himself lu a letter to a high ofllclul at
"" , tlia Apostolic Couit, and Intended for the I'ope

' himself. The guardian, he says, made
, away with this property, and be suggests

j fraud, but, its be adds that It Is a com- -
' muu fault of guardians to neglect their

II wards' interests, the biographer thinks that he
h means no moro tlinn that they were guilty of
j culpable negligence, Tho bunker had left all to

- tho sclukolmaster; tho schoolmaster, on his
jf ' part, hail been carelets; money, land, and bills

were wasted almost to nothing, and, to crown
l i, their own delinquency and get their charge off
i, ' their hands, they agreed that the two boys

l should be sent into a monaster), and so, as the
phraso went, bo prnUdrd for. According to

! J Church law, tho monastic vow was not to be
J 1 ' taken by r.nv one underage. Hut practice and
jj connhuniulud set Church law aside. lueon- -
II veulent members weru disuosrd of In this say
III ?. by their families. In tho cue, however, of a boy

:, llko Urasmut.. the custom wus certain to In.
L

' voHe a grievous wrong. From his earliest ears
he bad a usaton forUarning, Ho had no help

II t trom any one, ami was refused access to books.

f III lJut thvytouht not U wholly kept from him,
!IS and bodetoureil all that Hewroto
;P verses, essays, fuiythlng that came to band.

i jtj J From the first, as he admits, he was far too pre- -
fi I clpltaie.flytngattholtrstsubjeclwhichorfered,

In '' Maslo made hint lajeless, and this fault alwaysif '
Hi clung to him. In later life he wasnecr ablo to

I il , endur the boro of correcting his books. Hut,
. HI ithjugti such was his illsioItlou, ho as al.

k S 9oy,ttt work. To send uch a youth into a
f (aoaasttr' was a entcuc of intellectual death.

1 In i Inpi a luonosU'rv, howet er, hU guardians weie

r I!" rcsolteil that lie should go, and he was
jl I eventually coerced, at tho ago of soenteen,

j 1L l Into taking the inonastlo vow lu a house of Au- -
p nk gustlnlsn canons. His own account of the clr.
jl W ' comsunces under whlclt his profession was
J T xaade was subsequently set before tho Tope,
t Iff from wiiom alone some relief could be obtained,
V. ( althoucli not even the Holy Father bad power

Iff. to wholly obliterate his vows. Jlonks could ob- -
Ifl i tain a dispensation from tho Popo for noo-res-

1 J! dence. If they had friends at court. As a Dial- -

Is lu, tarof factXitre was room (or pity and good

sense even In a fifteenth century monastery,
and the prior of the Augustlnlan convent at last
noticed the condition of Krasmns. It seemed
shocking that a youth with so fine a Ulent
should bs smothered. Erasmus was ad-

vised to throw himself on the protection
of the nishop of Cambray. who represented to
the Vatican that he wanted a secretary, and
that there was a youth In a Holland monastery
who would exactly anlt him. A dispensation
for temporary absence from the convent was
thus secured, and Krasmns was given back to
liberty. Long after, when he had become fa-

mous, the Aogustlnlans tried to refaaten the
yoke upon him. It was then that he told his
story to the l'ope. appealed for final protection,
and found IL Previously his freedom hail been
conditional. The nishop. though pedantlo and
narrow, was kind, and occasionally, when he
could spare his cervices, sent htm to improve
himself at the University of Louvntn. In 1403
bo was ordained priest at Utrecht, and In the
same year, he was enabled, through the Ulshop's
generosity, to enter tho University of Paris.
Here, to eke out his patron's allowance, ho took
pupils, and his reputation for talent provided
him with as many as he wanted. What he
learned himself ho taught to others. Oreek
was then a rare acquisition, and was frowned on
by the authorities, but Erasmus learned for
himself the elements of the languago, and In-

structed Ids pupils In It, Ilooksellers also gave
him small sums for his writings. Of Ids life In
Paris but little Is knownt his enemies accused
him of Irregularities, and his friend thotllshnp
became uneasy at the rumors which reached
him. Erasmus himself admits that he was not
Immaculate, though vicious he never was.

With his poetry, his delicate wit, and his gray
eyes, he was as fascinating to one sex as to tho
other. His biographer admits that ho may hat e

had his love affairs. ery wrong In him, as he
was a nrtest, but not the less common or the
less natural. His habits were confessedly not
strict, but Froude argues that original writers,
men who do not borrow tho thoughts of other
authors, but have drawn their knowledge fresh
from life, must havo seen and known what they
described. True enough, many drown In these
adventures, but Krasmus as It happened, was
not submerged. He was, we are reminded, no
dry pedant or professional scholar and
tltcologian, but ft very human creature,
who bird If you pricked htm, loving, hating,
enjoying, suffering and occupied with many
things besides CI reek grammar, and the classics.
His Intellect, In truth, was not tho Intellect of a
philosopher. It was llko I.uctnn's or Voltaire's,
lucid, clear, sparkling, nboto all things, witty:
he as a classical scholar when classical scholars
were few and In eager demand. The classics
wero then tho novelty, tho recovered and re-

turning voice of llfo and truth, when theology
had grown dry and threadbare ll(r ros hummit-or- o.

as they have ever since been called, tho
very name and tho comparative degree Indi-

cating the opening of the conflict between liberal
culture and medlaival scholasticism.

II.
It was In December, HCM, that Erasmus vis-

ited England with tha young Lord Mountjoy,
who had been ono of his pupils In Paris. Morton
was still Archbishop of Cnntvrhur) nt this time,
and Warliam, who succeeded him, both as Prl-mn-

and Chancellor, was Master of tho llolls.
Without tho help which bo subsequently re-

ceived from Warham, ho acknowledged that ho
must have gone under. He was introduced also
to Thomas More, then a lnd of twenty: toColet,
afterward the famous dean of St, Paul's; to
Orocyn, who was teaching tho rudiments of
Greek nt Oxford, although no grammars or dic-

tionaries were et within rench. During this
first visit, however, although ho met with much
kindness and generosity, ho saw no pros-
pect of making a position In England answer-
ing to his merits and expectations. Erasmus
concluded, consequently, after ft stay of some
months, that be conld do better foi himself nt
Paris, here he was better known. At this point
the biographer Interjects tho comment that there
Is no kind of parson more difficult to provide for
than a man of genius. He will not work In
harness, nor undertako work which he does not
like. His unnvnwed theory about himself Is
that ho must be left to do as he pleaies. ad to
be provided somehow with n auftlelent income
to Ilvu In Independent comfort. To this
It had to romo with Erasmus eventual-
ly. Itullng powers saw his value at last, and
took him on his own terms. Meanwhile his
Paris difficulties, which wcro chiefly financial,
were provided for through the handsomo pres-

ent mado by his English friends. Among them
they contributed In money what would amount
in modern currency to 200 sterling. I'nlucklly
for Erasmus an English statute forbado the ex-

portation of specie. His money was seized and
confiscated at tho Dover custom house, nnd he
was sent on to Paris absolutely penniless. The
misadventure took wind and was much talked
about. Erasmus saw that something was ex-

pected from hlraon the subject. He determined
to show that he was not occupied with
his private misfortunes, nnd. Instead of
writing a dlttrlbe on English custom houses,
ho put together, with a few weeks' lalior. n work
which was to lie thubeglnningof his world-wid- e

fame. Ho called It "Adagla," a compilation
from his commonplace bonks, a collection of
popular sayings, quotations, epigrams, prov erbs,
anecdotes, anything amusing which came to
hand, with his own reflections attached to them.
Light literature was not common, and partly for
that reason tho "Adagla" was a splendid suc-

cess. Copies were sold In thousands, and helped
a little to fill the author's emptied purse. From
his English friends the book had an enthusiastic
welcome. Warham, v ho wna soon to bo Arch-
bishop of Canterbury', w as so delighted with It
that lie took his ropy with blm wherever he
went, sent the author money, nnd offered him a
benefice If he would return to England.

It was not long after the composition of the
"Adagla "that Erasmus translated the greater
part of Luclan's Dialogues. Froude expresses the
wish that more of us read Luelan now, and pro-

nounces him by far the greatest man outside
tho Christian Church In the second century of
our era. He had hum-i- n blood in him. You will
learn fall as much from his dialogues of what
men and women were like in the Itoman Em-

pire, when the Christian faith had taken root,
as from the contemporary Christian writers.
One of tnese dialogues, " Touching Those Who
Ilecnme Companions for Hire," seems particu-
larly to have struck Erasmus, because
It indicated a temptation which beset him.
Ynuug men of talent In Luclan's time
were tempted by the promise of an easy life tu
hire themselves out as companions to wealthy
Itoman nobles, to write their letters, correct
their verses, amuse their guests, and write
poems in their honor. Luelan traces one of these
unfortunates through his splendid degradation,
till he Is supplanted by a new favorite and
flung aside like a worn-ou- t dress. Too late to
return to any honest emplo) ment, he sinks from
shame to shame, till he falls to the let el of the
groom of the chamber and the housekeeper,
and finally Is left in charge of my Lady's
pug dog. To such a fate many a promis-
ing joulh was drifting In the fifteenth century,
aa well as In the second. A high education
creates tastes for refinement, but does not pro-

vide tho means of satisfying them. Erasmus
had evidently experienced the temptation, and
once, apparently, hail tried to obtain, such a
post, rlotucthlug like it had been off txsaf him at
a castlo in the Low Countries, and his biographer
thinks that Luelan may hate sacd htm from
accepting It.

It was in 1501-- 4 that Erasmus was enabled to
take the d journey through Italy.
He records that he amused himself during the
passage of the Alps with composing a poem on
old age, from n hlch It appears that he had no
tastofor what we call the subllmo and beauti-
ful. He bait, tu truth, no Interest in scenery,
and cared only for men and human things. At
Home he met with more than klnduess. Among
the prince of the Church tbeio was the ease and
grace of Intellectual cultivation calculated to
delight and charm him. The Cardinals saw his
valuo and wished to keep him among them.
The Cardinal of tit. Ueorge, la particular be-

came an Intimate friend, and remained after-
ward the most trusted of his correspondents.
He had but toconsint to stay at Home aud his
rise to the highest dignities would have been
certain and rapij. The temptation was strous.
Lens afterwaril when the pinch of poverty
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came again with Its attendant humiliation, he
admitted that he looked back wistfully to the
Itoman libraries and palaces, and glorious art.
and magnificent and refined society. Vet strong
as the Inclination might be to yield,
his lovo of freedom was stronger, free-

dom and the high purpose of purify-
ing the Church, which must be abandoned
If he consented to remain In Itome, He might
stoop to beg for alms from His hop and great
ladles, but be would not stoop to prostitute his
talent. It was not long After his return from
Italy, about the close of the year 1S05, that he
went for the third time to England and resided
and lectured for some months at Cambridge.
That he commended himself strongly to Prince
Henry is evident from the fnct that, when the
latter presently became King, Erasmus, who,
meanwhile, had returned to the Continent, was
Invited to England, in terms which entitled
him to think that a considerable position
awaited him there. Kothlngcame of the King's
good will, however, except that he handed Eras-
mus over to Warham, who was now Primate,
and who offeied the now distinguished scholar
the best living In his sift, that of Aldington, In
Kent, worth sixty pounds a year, or six hundred
In the money of our day. This was finally ac-

cepted, but relinquished In six months, Erasmus
being unwilling to bury himself In the country,
far away from books. Thereupon the Arch-
bishop settled a pension on him equivalent to
tho value of tho bentflce. This pension was
paid for the rest of his life to Erasmus, who
thus had an assured Income of sixty pounds
sterling, at a time when a country squire was
counted rich who had forty.

III.
From the letters written (of course, in Latin)

from England by Erasmus nt this period, Froudo
translates lit I accounts of Dean Colet and of Blr
Thomas More. Tho former we pass over,

Colet Is well-nig- h forgotten. It Is other-
wise with More, of whom a portrait Is sketched
In a letter to Ulrlch von Hutten, who subse-

quently was to threaten to carry Luther off
by forco from Worms If tho Emperor's safe
conduct were not observed. Von Hutten, or a
group of anonymous friends of his, were Just
producing tho " Eplstolie Obseurorum Vlrorum"
as n caricature of the monks. Tho satire was
as gross aa Kabelals', and Erasmus said
that, though he was not particular, the
coarseness disgusted him, and he disowned
not only all sharo In the work, but all Interest In
It-- 8lr Thomas More, on the other hand, ardent
Catholic as ho was, loathed the monks as ft dis-
grace to tho Clrurch, and frankly confessed
himself delighted with tho "Eplstolie." Von
Hutten was anxious to know moro of this Eng-

lish admirer, and wrote to Krasmus for a de-

scription of him. "Tho task." Krasmus said,
"Is not an easy one, for not everyone under-
stands More. Ho Is of middle height, d,

complexion palo, without a touch of
color In It, save when tho skin flushes. The
hair Is black, shot with jellow, or jellow shot
with black; beard scanty, tjes gray with dark
spots an ejo supposed In Knglnnd to In

dicate genius, and to bo never found ex-

cept In remarkable men. Tho expression is
pleasant and cordial, easily passing Into a smite,
and he has tho quickest sense of the ridiculous
of nny man I ever met. Tho right shoulder Is
rather higher than the left, tho result of a trick
In walking, not from physical defcrt. The rest
Is In keeping. The only sign of rusticity Is In
the hands. From childhood ho hss been care-

less of appearance, but he has still the charm
which I remember when 1 first knew blm. His
health Is good, though not robust, and ho Is
likely to be long-live- Ho Is cnrcless In w hat
ho eats. I never saw a man more so. Ho is a
water drinker. His food Is beef, fresh or salt,
bread, milk, fruit, and especially eggs. His
voice Is low and unmusical, though he loves
music, but It Is clear nnd penetrating.
He articulates slowly and distinctly, and
never hesitates." Erasmus goes on to tell
us that his friend Moro "dresses plainly;
no silks or velvets or gold chains. He has
no concern for ceremony, accepts nono from
others, and shows little himself. He holds
forms nnd courtesies unworthy of a man of sense,
and, for that reason, has hitherto kept clear of
the Court, Ho is a true friend. When
he finds a man to be of tho wrong sort, he lets
blm drop, but ho enjoys nothing so much ns the
society of those who suit him. nnd whoso charac-
ter he approves. Gambling of all kinds, balls,
dice, and such like he detests. None of that sort
are to lie found about him. In short, he Is the
best type of companion. His talk is charming,
full of fun, but never scurrilous or malicious.

"He used to act plays when young; wit
delights him. though at his own expense;
he writes smart epigrams; he set me on
my Kiifoirluir, .Uortr (tho Praise of Folly). It
was llko setting a tamel to dance, but he can
mako fun of anything. He Is wise with the wise,
and Jests with fends with women especially, and
his wife among them. Ho had his lovo
affairs when )oung, but none that compromised
him; l.e was entertained by the girls running
after him. He studied hard, also, at that time,
at (ireek and philosophy. His father wanted
him to work at English law, hut he did not like
It. Tho law In England Is the high rood to fame
and furtunc. and many jwcrages havo risen out
of that profession. Moro hail no taste that way,
nature having designed him for better things.
Nevertheless, after drlnklngdeep In literature ho
did make himself a lawyer, and on excellent one.
No opinion Is sought moro eagerly than his. or
more highly paid for. He worked at divinity
besides, and lectured to large audiences on
Augustine's " De Civ Itate Del." Priests nnd old
men were not ashamed to learn from him. His
original wish was to be ft priest himself. Ho
gave It up lierause he fell In love, and he thought
achiuto husband was Utter than a profligate
clerk. The wife that he chose was a very young
lady, well connected, but wholly uneducated,
w ho had been brought up In tho country with
her parents. Thus ho was able to shape her
character after bis own fashion. Ho taught her
books, he taught her music, and formed her Into
a companion for his life. Unhappily she was
taken from blm by death before her time. She
bore him several children; a few months after he
had buried her he married a widow to take"care
of them. This lady, he often said with a laugh,
was neither young nor pretty; but she was a
good mannger, and he lived as pleasantly with
her as If she had been the loveliest of maidens.
Ho rules her with Jokes and caresses better than
most husbands do with sternness and authority,
and though she has a sharp tongue and Is a
thrifty housekeeper, he has made her learn harp,
cithern, and guitar and practise before him
everyday." Erasmus proceeds to speak of his
friend's literary work. "He has written a dia-
logue defending Pluto's community of wives.
He lias answered Luclan's Tyrannlclda. His
Utopia w as written to Indicate thedangcrs which
threatened the English commonwealth. The
second part was written first, the other was
added afterward. You can trace a difference In
the style. He has a fine Intellect and an excel-

lent memory; Information all arranged and
pigeonholed to be ready for use. He is so ready
in argument that he can puzzle the best divine
on their own subjects. Colet, a good Judge on
such points, says More has more genius than
any inun In England. He is religious, but with-
out superstition. He haa his hours for prayer,
but he nses no forms and prays out of his heart.
He will talk with bis friends about a life to
come, and you ran seo that he means It and has
real hopes." Froude recalls the fact that the
subject of this picture had built himself a
house on the Thames at Chelsea, which
was of moderate and unpretentious di-

mensions, with a garden leading down to the
river, not far from where Carlyle's statue
now stands. The life there, as Erasmus else-

where says, was like the life in Plato's Academy,
and there Krasmns was a permanent guest
whenever be was In London, No two men ever
suited each other better, their Intellectual dif-

ferences only serving to give interest to their
conversation, while both had that peculiar
humor which means at bottom the power of
seeing things as they really are, undisguised by
conventional wrappings. More's mind was free
and noble. As we have seen, Erasmus told Hut-

ten that be was without superstition. At an-

other tluio. however, he allowed that there was
a vein of it, aud that vein, as the sky blackened
w 1th the storm of the Information, swelled and
turned hUn Into a persecutor. Men wbobave been
themselves reformers are the least tolerant when
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the movement takes forms whleh they dislike.
Erasmus's inclination was to skepticism. He
dwna surprise that More was entirely satisfied
with the evidence for a future life. Both, how-eve- r,

were united In the conviction of theserl-ousuce- s

of mortal existence. Both abhorred the
hypocrisy of the monks, tho simony and world-llncss-

the Church, and kuew that, without ft

root and branch alteration of things, a catastro-
phe was not far off. Each went his way More
to reaction and Tower HUlt Krasmns to aid In
precipitating tho convulsion, then to regret
what he had done, and to hare a near escape of
dying as a Cardinal.

IV.
Hitherto the world had known Erasmus

chiefly through a few poems, the Adagla, and
a few other llko graceful treatises, and hail
recognized In him a brilliant, vagrant, and prob-

ably dangerous man of letters. Through all
these struggling years, however, he had been
patiently laboring at his New Testament, and
he was now to blaze before Europe as n new
star. Froudo demotes a lecture to this work, and
to the significance of Its appearance. He begins
by reminding ns that the Christian religion as
then taught and practised In western Europe
consisted of the mass and the confessional, of
elaborate ceremonials, rituals, processions, pil-

grimages, prayers to the Virgin and the saints,
dispensations and Indulgences for laws broken
or duties left undone. Of the Gospels and Epis-

tles, so much only was known to the laity as was
read In tho Church services, nnd that Intoned as
If to be purposely made unintelligible to tho
audience. Of the rest of the Hlblei nothing was
known at all, because nothing was supposed
to be necessary. Copies of the Scripture were
rare, shut up in convent libraries, and studied
only by professional theologians: while to the
text wore attached conventional Interpretations
which corrupted d distorted Its meaning.
Erasmus had undertaken to give tho book to the
whole world to read for Itsclf-t- ho original
Greek of tho Epistles and Gospels, with a new
Latin translation. It should bo borne In mind
that the vernacular versions which already ex-

isted were merely translations of the aa yet
Latin of tho Vulgate.

The task of Erasmus was at last finished. The
text and the translation were printed, and the
living facta of Christianity, the persons of Christ
and tho apostles, their history, their lives, their
teachings were revealed to an astonished world.
The effect was to bo n spiritual earthquake. It
should bo noted, however, that Erasmus had
not been left to work without encouragement
w Ithln tho Church. Ho had found friends even
at Home Itself, and among the members of the
BacredCollege.whowcro weary of Imposture and
hod half held out their hands to him. Tho Car-

dinal do Medici, who had succeeded Julius II.
as Leo X., and aspired to shine as the luttron
of enlightenment had approved Erasmus's
undertaking, and was ready to give It
his public sanction. Not that Erasmus had
flattered Popes or any ono to gain their good
word. To his edition of tho New Testament ho
attached remarks opproprlato to tho time
which must hate made the hair of orthodox
divines to stand on end. Each gospel, each
epistle had Its preface.w bile notes were apjicnded
to special passages to point their forto upon the
established usages. Thco notes Increased In
point and number as edition followed edition,
and wero accompanied with paraphrases to
bring out tho meanings with livelier intensity.
That n Pope should have been found to al-

low tho publication of this work Is declared
ono of tho most startling features in
Heformatlnu history. Froudo translates a
number of these notes which embodied reflec-

tions upon the current doctrlno nnd dlsclpllno
of the Catholic Church. They were not thrown
out, wo must remember, as satires, or In con-

troversial tracts or patnDhlcts. They were de-

liberate accusations attached to tho snered text,
where the religion which was taught by Christ
and the Apostles and the degenerate supersti-
tion which had taken Its placo lould tw
contrasted side by side. Nothing was
spared; ritual and ceremony, dogmatic the-
ology, philosophy and personal character were
tried by what all were comiielled to ac-

knowledge to be the standard whose aw-

ful countenance was now practically re-

vealed for the first time In many centuries.
Bishops, veculars, monks, were dragged out to
Judgment nnd hung as on ft public gibbet In tho
light of the pages of the most sacred of all
books, published with tho leave and approbation
of the Holy Father himself. Tho biographer
cites facts to prove that never was volumes more
passionately devoured. A hundred thousand
copies were soon sold In Franco alone. The fire
spread as It spread behind Samson's foxes
in the Philistines' corn. The clergy's
skins were tender from long Impunity.
They shrieked from pulpit nnd platform, and
made Europe) ring with their clamor. They
maintained subsequently, and with good rea-
son, that the chief Impulse to the Heformatlnn
was given by this work of Erasmus. How, then,
did It come to pass that Erasmus refused to side
with Luther and the other lenders of the Iiefor-matlo- n,

but died, as ho had lived, a consistent
and fervent advocato of reform within the
Church. Aliout half of Froude's lectures may
be described as attempts to answer this question
in a wav creditable to their subject.

V.
It was natural that Luther, when summoned to

the Diet at Worms, should think that Erasmus,
who had thus far led the campaign against the
corruption of the Church, would stand his
friend. The appeal that he addressed to him
was couched in simple, even humblo terms.
Never had Erasmus received any request moro
entirely Inconvenient. He thought he had
enough to do to fight his own battles. To tako
up Luther's was to forfeit the Pope's protection,
which hail hitherto been his t defence. The
Pope let him say all that h wished himself.
Why lose an advantage so infinitely pro-clo-

to him? Luther resented his hesi-

tation, and Protestant tradition has exe-

crated Erasmus's cowardice. Froude acknowl-
edges that bis conduct was not, per-

haps, heroic, but he submits that hero-Is- m

Is not always wisdom. He reminds us that
the Luther who, previously to the Diet of
Worms, was wishing to be the brother of Eras-

mus, was not the Lntnerot history, the liberator
of Germany, the regenerator of the Christian
faith. To Erasmus ha was merely an honest,
and perhaps Imprudent, monk, who bad broken
out, alugle handed, into a noisy revolt. Doubt-
less, the Indulgences were preposterous and the
Church of florae was an Augean stable, which
wanted all the waters of the Tiber through
itt but the beginners of revolutions are not
those who usually bring tbem to a successful
conclusion. The generous and the rash rush
forward prematurely, without measuring the
difficulties of the enterprise, and attack often In
the wrong place. The real enemy. In the mind of
Erasmus, was not the Pope and his indigences,
absurd as they might be, but the gloomy mass
of lies and Impudence which lay spread over
Europe, and the tyranny of a priesthood believed
to possess supernatural powers. If cultivated
Popes and Bishops like Leo X. and Archbishop
Warham, and hundreds mora whom Erasmus
knew, would lend a hand to help education and
spread the Lnowledgo of the New Testament,
there might be better hopes for mankind in
using their assistance than in plunging into a
furious battlo with jiopular superstition and the
Itoman hierarchy combined. It is not denied by
Froude that Erasmus may havo been
wrong; that times come when rough measures
alone will answer, and that Erasnilan education
might have mads slight impression on the
Scarlet Lady of Babylon. But he Insists that
Erasmus was not bound to know this, and deems
It rather to bis credit that he met Luther's

as fbvorably as be did. We are reminded
that the moderate reformer always resents the
intrusion of the advanced radical into work
which be has been himself conducting with cau-

tion and success. He sees his own operations
discredited, his supporters alienated, his ene-

mies apparently entitled to appeal to the
fulfilment of their prophecy, the leader-
ship snatched out of his hands and
passed on to more thoroughgoing rivals.
Froude would not hastily blame such a msn

be Is In a hurry to disconnect himself
from not spirits whom he cannot govern, and
whose objects cxUnd beyond what be hluuelf
desires or approves. If Erasmus bad publicly

washed Ms hands of Luther before the Diet of
Worms and advised his suppression, lie would
havo done no more thanuany ordinary party
leader would have done In tho same position.
His real action was abrolntely different The
Papal Nuncio had brought the bull condemning
Luther to the Elector of Saxony, and had called
on the Elector, In the Pope's name, to order
Luther's works to be burnt, to seize Luther
himself, and either execute the Pope's sen-

tence or send his heretical subject as a pris-

oner to Itome, The Elector turned to Erasmus
for advice, and went to Cologne to see him per-

sonally and consult with him as to what should
be done. Erasmus told the Elector that Luther
had committed two unpardonable crimes he
had touched the Pope on the crown and the
monks in the belly but, howover that might be,
a German subject ought not to be given up to
destruction till his faulU had been proved
against him. Luther had always professed him-

self willing to argue the question of indulgences
and to submit If they were shown to bo legiti-

mate. He had been so far quiet, peaceful
man, with an unblemished reputation, which
was moro than could be said of many
of his accusers. The Pope's bull bad offended
every reasonable man, and, in fact, Eras-
mus advised tho Elector to refuso to obey It
till the cause had been publicly heard. Tho ad-

vice Is pronounced tho more creditable to Eras-
mus because he knew that, if it came to a
struggle, ho would bo himself in danger. He
was not incllneel to to a martyr, and, In ex-

tremity, meant to Imitate St Peter. So, nt least
he had said. On this tsilnt Froudo expresses a
doubt whether ft readiness to be a martyr is a
very subllmo quality, or whether those who
needlessly rush on their own destruction' show
any particular wisdom. It Is conceded that
such supreme sacrifice mav at times become a
duty, but only when a man has no better use for
his life. It Is not a duty of which he need go
In search. Touching the soterlty of the
judgments sometimes expressed by posterity,
Froudo Is tempted, he tells us, to make a gen-

eral observation. Prlncus. statesmen, thinkers,
who havo played a great part In the direction of
human affairs, have been men of superior char-
acter, men lu whoso presenco ordinary persons
are conscious of Infer'ority. On the other hand,
their biographers, the writers of history gen-
erally, are of commoner metal. They resent
perhaps unconsciously, tho sense that they stand
on a lower level, and revengo their humiliation,
when they como to describe grcnt men, by
attributing to them tho motives which
Influence themselves. Unablo to conceive or
unwilling to ndmlt that men of lofty char-
acter may havo had other objects than are
familiar to their personal experience, they de-

light to show that tho great wero not great after
all, but were very poor creatures, Inferior, when
the truth Is known about them, to tho relator of
their actions. Froude, for his part, considers
that Erasmus may be pardoned for not wishing
to bo burnt nt tho stake In a causo with which
he had Imperfect i)mpathy. The Papacy was
the only visible centre of spiritual authority.
Ilevnlutlon'mrajit anarchy nnd consequences
which none could foresee. As long as there
was n hope that tlie Pope might tako a
reasonable course, a scuslblo person might still
wish to make the best of It, and tho author of
these lectures declines to say that mankind
would havo been the worse If tho Holy Father
had been ablo to follow Erasmus's advice. It Is
also obvious that Froude sympathizes with
Erasmus In what the latter most disliked and
feared from Luther, to wit, tho construction of
a new dogmatic theology of w hlch the denial of
the freedom of tho human will should be tho
corner stone. As n matter of fact, that was Just
what Luther did construct, nnd It was this
which Erasmus eventually attacked In his book,
De Ulxro Artiltrlo, to which Luther replied
with nn equally contemptuous fJc.SrmMrb'Urfo,
In which ho advised tho veteran scholar to re-

main a spectator In a gams for which he lacked
courage to play a manly part. M. W. 11.

Jl New nistorr ofUrrece.
Tne Messrs. Macmillan have published the

first volume of n new Htttonj of Grttce by
Adolfii Holm, whose German text is reproduced
with valuable additions In an English transla-
tion. Tho author makes no claim to that criti-
cism of tho nicest mlnutln of research for which
Grotenud Dunckcr were remarkable, nor does
he pi ofess to oiler the harmony nnd charm of
thu narrativo of Curtltis. His reason for at-
tempting a new treatment of tho subject Is his
belief that it is possible to do more than has
hitherto been done In tho way of presenting the
most Important facts In a cnniparatlt ely nnrrow
compass, and of sharply distinguishing what
may ho regarded as truo from what Is merely
hypothesis, llecngnlzlng that no one can under-
take to relate the bistor) of a nation until he haa
formed n dear conception of Its character, ho
explains briefly In tho preface his views upon
that point. He disagrees from thosuwho regard
the Greeks as a people which, in the most Im-

portant phusesnf life, always hit upon the best,
ornenrly the best, courso of action, but, nt tne
same time, he considers them nn exceptionally
high typo of humanity, its the great seekers after
perfection among the nations, possessing nil the
qualities which belong to tho Indefatigable
Inquirer. This view has guided him In his esti-
mate of thn great men among the Greeks. In
his opinion tlie greatest Athenian statesmen did
not always find thn best solution of the problems
before them. In them, ns In tho people at large.
It is Intellectual activity, marked not only or
mainly In their achievements, but also In their
aspirations, that specially commands our ad-

miration. The principles of historical criticism
on which tho narrative Is based are defined, as
they hhnuld lie, at tho outset. He holds, for In-

stance, that tbo investigation of original sources
should no longer start as has been hitherto
generally tho case, with the reconstruction of
lost authors, but with a study of the peculiari-
ties of tho existing lines. He further maintains
that tho common criterion of the author's point
of view, especially in polities, must be applied
with caution, lest it lead to partisanship, and,
consequently, to Inaccuracy.

I.
The quality of this book ran best be exempli-

fied by noting what the author haa to say
certain questions upon which light Is

thrown by philologists and archirologlsts. What
for Instance, was the origin at the Q reeks? To
what other iwoples were they related and in
what degree of descent? By what route did
they enter the countries w btch they Inhabited In
historic tlmrs? To what grade of civilization
bad they attained when they settled there ?

In the Judgment of the author of this history
philology alone can, at present answer these
questions. He acknowledges that a partial
reply to the last might be expected from what
are called prehistoric studies, but he considers
that these studies are not yet sufficiently

to justify the hope of any Important
effect upon Greek history. Even If more primi-
tive tombs and Implements had been discovered
in Greece than has hitherto been the case, we
should still be far from knowing with the re-

quired certainty whether, In Individual cases,
the degree of civilization proved by tbem was
that of early Greeks or of later members of the
family who had lagged behind in the march of
progress, or even of foreigners. Many more
such discoveries are required to arrive by this
method at results which should be included In a
short account of Greece. In Holm's opinion,
therefore, it is only the science of language that
for the moment is able to return even a partial
answer to the questions above put

Of the races with which wo are really ac-

quainted the Greeks stand In closest connection
with a number of Italian peoples, especially the
Latins, Umbrlans, and Oscans, More distantly
related are the rest of the peoples

Celts, Germans, Slavs, as well as Armenians
and Iranians. It Is a fair deduction that of the
above mentioned races, the Italians lived longest
with the Greeks and were the last to separate
from them. We arrive at this conclusion, be-

cause we know the Italian languages more or
les satisfactorily. But if we endeavor to recon-

struct early Greek history with the aid of
a great gap In our knowledge at once

makes Itself felt. We know very little of the
languages of the southern group of Italian peo-

ple, of the races of the northern half of the Bal-ka- n

Peninsula, and of Asia Minor. Yet these are,
the lanjuajts of the T try people
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who. In later epochs, cams Into the most direct
contact with the Greeks, and with whom they
most have remained united for a long lime, per-

haps longer than with any other. Wearonnst-bl- e

to say with certainty b,ow close was the con-

nection of the Greeks with the Phrygians, the
Thraelans, the lllyrlans, and tho Messaplans,
nor do we know In what order the separation of
the Greeks from thrfe and other kindred races
took place. For example, wero the Phrygians
the first to leave the parent stem? Then
the Thraelans, then the lllyrlans, and final-l- y

the Xleesaplans? Was there ever a
period when, after the separation of all
these peoples, the Greeks and Italians litest to-

gether as ltftlo-Gnrc- Ono cannot
say. From tho viewpoint of this Inquiry tho
known languages are compared
by the present historian to a color scale. In which
the transitional shades, and one or more of tho
principal colors besides, are wanting. The diffi-

culty of arranging them In their proper order la
obvious. If we conld tell, for Instance, which
were the Intermediate colors between the) Ira- -
tilnn anil tti nr WAatinfltrl Irnnnr mnre of the
origin of the latter. Again, tho known

languages are compared to the
branches of a treoof which many other branches
are unknown to us. Hence, wo cannot say In
what relation even tho known ones stand to
each other and to the rest We do not know
at what part of the trunk or from which
bough what we call tho Greek people wasde-tAche- d.

Thus very little can be said even by
philology to the questions regarding origin, re-

lationship, and route. Wo assume a series of
kindred peoples, extending from Phrygift to
Sicily, but we aro only Justified In asserting that
the Greeks were a branch of this family tree.
Holm Is Inclined to concede the possibility that
the cradle of these kindred peoples was, as many
recent writers have contended, not originally In
the Interior of Asia, but In Europe. This, how-eve- r,

docs not make It Impossible for the Greeks
to hate come Into Greece partly from Asia
Minor. Everything rather tends to prove that
tho Greeks cntcreel their country from two
sides, from tho north of the Balkan Peninsula
southward, and from Asia Minor across tho
sEgcan Sea westward. If Europe was tho orig-

inal homo of the Greeks, they must have sepa-

rated lu Thrace to meet again In Hellas.

II.
We pass to what tho author has to say touch-

ing another question namely, what degree of
civilization had tho Greeks reacheel when they
first settled In Greeco? It is pointed out that
philology proves them to havo been by no means
n rude people. If tho Greeks say arm) and
nrofron and the Unmans uro and nrcUrum for
"to plough" and "a plough," It Is clear that
they wero bcth acquainted with agriculture be-

fore they separated. This agriculture would
naturally not lie particularly advanced and Holm
concurs in tho protest recently raised by Hnhu
against exaggerated statements as tu tho high
development of the earliest Greek civilization.
No one will deny that the prlmltlt o Greeks must
havo possessed ft certolnamountof knowledge of
tho science ami practice of agriculture. They
wero not always on the move. They tarried here
nnd there, and sowed fruit seeel and millet and
barley. The earliest Inhabitants of Thera were ac-
quainted with agriculture, as tho remains show.
On the other hand, we are reminded that the
cultivation of the vine Is a different matter. If
the progenitors of the Greeks and the Italians
carried grain with them on their travels. It does
not follow that they took vine shoots ns well,
which require more than n short summer
to grow up and bear fruit, llcsldos, wine
Is not, llko bread, a necessary of life.
There Is. therefore, no necessity for tho
assumption that the earliest Greeks brought
the vine with them when they settled InGreece;
indeed, it seems moro likely, when one considers
the mths concerning the arrival of Dlonystus,
that nt first they did without wine. At the
same tlme.lt may very well have been known
to the earliest Greeks. It Is certain that cattle
breeding provided the means of subsistence
even more than agriculture. However different
the surface of the soil might be In particular
tracts, life In tho various cantons of primeval
Greece must, roughly speaking, have had much
the samo aspect In the valleys corn was sown
and cattle pastured. Beea supplied wax and
honey, and w lid trees sour fruit The best meat
was procured by the chase, while tho products
of tho animal kingdom served n variety of pur-
poses, such as clothing, vessels for eating and
drinking, anil bowstrings. Boats were covered
with leather, and draught cattle were har-
nessed with leather thongs. From tho wool of
sheep was made the felt useel for a head cover-
ing (Greek pfios, Latin ptttui). Cloth was manu-
factured from bark and the fibres of plants, at
first plaited and afterward woven. The ordi-
nary crockery was of clay, baked In the sun.
The weaker members of the tribe were carried
on wagons when It was necessary to pass from
one place to another. Their dwellings were
either natural or artificial caverns, or huts built
of wood, wicker work, mud, or stone. The prac-
tice In lake countries of driving plies into the
bottom of a lake and building upon them no
doubt obtained In Gresco; Herodotus relates
this custom of the Paonlans In Thrace. That
the earliest Greeks were acquainted with metals
Is rendered probable by the word for "copper"
being common to Sanscrit German, and Latin;
but as tlie Greeks happened to have bad another
word for It we may assume that they did not
use copper so much aa stone implements in the
earliest times.

On the religion of the early Greeks, much light
haa been thrown by philologists. An original
connection between the Greek and Indian re-
ligions has been demonstrated, thus bringing
the origin of Greek mthology Into clearer re.
lief. The m) thology of the Aryans prov es to be
simply their pewtlc expression of their mode of
regarding nature. The variety of mythological
Imagery, however. In the different ethnic off- -
shoots arose from the peculiarity of the early
languages, which, on the one hand, supply a
number of expressions for tho same object and,
on the other hand, give the same general name
to different objects. Tho consequence is that
when different words are used for the same
thing one thing Is represented In a variety
of ways. In Greek, German, and Indian mythol-og- y,

cow, horse, sheep, and ship all signify cloud.
Inversely, the same symbol can express differ-
ent objects; for example, horse can stand for
cloud, light sunbeam, spring, or wave. This
multiplicity of terms explains the otherwise put.
zllng fact that only a few gods bear the same
name among kindred peoples. There were so
many ways of expressing the same Idea that lif-
erent raceseaslly adopted different names for the
same deity. In spite of this, the Greeks had
some names of gods In common with kindred
races. The name of the chief god Zeus, genitive
DIos, corresponds to that of the Indian god of
the heaven Dyaus, genitive Divas, both signify.
Ing the clear sky. Another Greek name for the
heavens dates from earliest times, Uranus cor-
responding to the Sanscrit Varunaa, which
originally denoted the covering, tho

Finally Eos, Latin Aurora, corresponds
to the Sanscrit Ushaa. The conclusion to be
drawn is that the Greek belief In the divinity of
the sky and tu principal manifestations came
from their first home and their early associa-
tion with kindred peoples. Other instances of
correspondence are given which bear on their
face the appearance of remote antiquity, and
thus may be considered as relics of the earliest
beliefs of the Greeks. Asregaids worship, there
is no doubt that prayer In the original form of
the hymn dates from the earliest times. Of
forms of sacrifice the drink offering is clearly
the oldest; In India the soma. In Greece fer-
mented honey or wine. Animal sacrifice is also
admitted, but it Is clear that In this respect

Imposed much constraint and involved
many Innovations. Hence complete agreement
In Greek and Indian forms of worship cannot
be expected.

What then, is the final answer of this his-
torian to the various fundamental quettioas
mooted? It Is this: That the Greekson their
arrival were a simple people of Aryan origin,
but acquainted with agriculture and in posses-slo- n

of a national worship, the object of which
was the sky and its phenomena, such as light
lightning, clouds, rain; and that these celestialphenomena and natural forces found expression
In myths. By what route the earliest Greeks
enured the country which they afterward po.
otaied can only be, ws npeat, csjajactuisd.

One-ht-lf probably came Into European Greece I '

from the north by land, and tho other hal f from I
the east by water. I

, lit. '
Whence, then, did the Greeks procure the ru-

diments of the much higher civilization whleh
they eventually attained? Holm, like other
students nt the subject, entertains no doubt that
they received these rudiments from Asia, and In
part, also, from Egypt The civilization of Asia
Minor might havo come to tho Greeks dlree.tly I i
and without intermediaries, for they were in
constant contact with tlie nations of that coun-
try i that of Assj rla might nlso have been

through the people of Asia Minor: but
there was another route available, namely,
through Phienlcla. Egypt could hardly com-

municate with Greece except through the Phn.
nlclans. Holm cites the reasons given by Eg)

for believing that Greeks figure among
tho northern nations who, during the reigns of
Barneses III., Mencphta, and Sell I nnd even
ns early as Thothmcs HI., Invaded Egypt that Is
tossy, from the fifteenth to the twelfth century
II. C. No stress, however. Is laid on these ac-
counts, because the interpretations of names are
still contested and very problematical. E en I f
Greeks wontto Egypt in those far off days It It
pronounced Impossible that they should hate
learned the civilization of the Egyptians there
and then transplanted It Into Greeco. In the
judgment of

"
tho present historian, that must

have been effected by other means.
Many writers of the present day suppose
that much was transmitted by tho Khetns. or
lllttttes, whei. for a long period, held a very Im-

portant jiosltlon In anterior Asia. If, however,
the Khctasdldoxorrlre an Important tnfturnrn
on tho Greeks, It Is certain, also, thatmuch mut
be ascribed to the Pheenlclans. Holm does not
deem It an easy task to describe the relation of
the Phtrnlclnns to Greece. No doubt their gen-

eral character is known through tho Jong re-

searches devoted to them. They were a nation
of sea traders, possessing nt homo municipal
autonomy, and In this respect were the forerun-
ners of the Greeks. They were Scmltlo In lan-
guago nnd religion; In art they were dependant
on others, especially on the Egyptians and the
dwellers on tho Euphrates; nevertheless, they ,
know how to communicate their borrowed skill
and knowledge to others. Hut no genuine re-

mains of their civilization exist like those of
tho Egyptians and Assyrians. Almost every-
thing that comes from tho Pheenlclans Is found,
not In the narrow area of Phoenicia, but In
other countries. It has, therefore, been sub-
jected to foreign Influence. Our knowledge of
them, consequently, rests, to a great extent, nn
conjecture, nnd It Is, therefore, difficult to ells,
tlngulshnhat Is of Phoenician origin even in
Greece. According to the opinion of the Greeks
themselves, much that was new was Introduced
Into Greeco by Cadmus, that Is by the Pheenl-

clans, namely, tbo worship of Dionysus, mining,
qunrrylng stone, and, nbovn Ml, the nso of the
alphabet. Holm would make, howover. In
reference to this last point, aoino distinction.
Ho points out that tho Greek characters cannot
be proved to have existed before the eighth
century It C. They first appear In Crete. If
they aro a modification of tho Phoenician char-
acters, tho change must havo taken place
romo time before the eighth century. A long K ,
period hail then elapsed since the Phoenicians
first camo to Greeco and brought their own
alphabet with them. Ilenco the legend respect-
ing the Introduction of tho alphabet Into Greece
by Cadmus contains two elementsof probability,
viz., that tho Phoenicians, at some time or other,
used their alphabet In Greece, anl that the
Greeks subsequently formed their own alphabet
from that of the Phoenicians.

Several pages dealing with this subject are
summed up in tho expression of opinion that the
ancients wero generally more correct than many
of the moderns In their estimate of the influence
of thu Pheenlclans upon Greece. Tho Pheenlclans
had trading settlements at many points on the
coast. The Greekalearnod much from them, but
with the exception of the alphabet nothing of
great Importance,

a. faixovs rr.A.n.
Some of the DlatlasnUhrd alea tVho Wore

llorm la 1809.
Oliver Wendell Holmes was born on Aug. 20,

1800. William E. Gladstone was born on Deo.
20, 1800. Tftat is a famous year in biography.
Charles Darwin was born on Feb. 12. 1800.
Edgar Allan Poo was born on Feb. 10. Alfred
Tennyson was born In the same year; so was'
Pierre Joseph Proudhon, the French social
philosopher. It Is a year famous In Uie annals
of military history, too. for Marshal Canrobert,
tho surviving French Marshal, was born In
that year; so was Leopold O'Donnell, the
Spanish General; so was Frederick von Beuatthe
Austrian statesman, whose power in German
affairs was eclipsed at Radowa. The Italian
statesman, Hlcatoll, was born in Florence on
March n, 1800. Park Benjamin, who died in
18eM, was born in the same year. For Ameri-
cans it will always be memorable as the year In
vt hlch Abraham Lincoln was born. It

The death of Dr. Holmes haa called np a fiflood of reminiscences on the subject of old t
men. Titian, the Italian painter was 100 I
Tears old when he died at Cadore, Italy. 3
Donaldo, when past 00 and utterly blind, I
stormed Constantinople. Iaaao Newton was fPresident of the Royal Society at the age of 83,
and Landor finished bis Imaginary Conversa-
tions" at the age of 80. Brougham was a
debater at 80, and Lyndhurst when over 00,
spokoln the House of Lords. Franklin was
Governor of Pennsylvania at tho ago of 82,
Marshal McMahon was Si when be died. Neat
Dow Is now in his 00th year. David Dudley
Field was hli when he died. Chevreul. theFrench chemist, was 102 when he died in 1RK0.
fasMur M. Clay, now living tn Kentucky, la 84.Hamilton Fish, Governor, United States Sena-tor, and Secretary of State, was another of thefamous men born In 1800.

Jl WJSLI, AH A ItAJtOMETSn.
IS la ob a Cattaraugus Conaty Tiunm, am

larHlllblr roretella Weather.
There Is a curious well on the Flint farm, tn (;the town of Great Valley, Cattaraugus county. t.'

It Is a natural barometer. Nobody ever Passes
that farm, winter or summer. If the weather U
settled, without asking something llko this;

"Does the well threaten a changer'
For every one knows that If there Is bad

weather coming the well will lot them know t.sura as sure can be.
They call the well up there the "whistling weU,"

although it doesn't whistle now. But thatlsnt
any fault of the well. This well was dug about
fifty years ago by the father of Col. Flint who
now occupies the farm. He put It down forty--
five feet but found no water, and dug no &'
further. Instead ofj, rater, a strong current of J
air came from the well at times. The opening 1
was covered with a big flat stone, and for I
amusement a hole was drilled In the stone and
a big tin whistle fitted Into it This whistle bad '
two tones one when the air rushed up from the
well, and a different one when the counter cur-
rent sucked the air back Into the mysterious
depths. It wan't long before the discovery was
made that within forty-eig- hours after the
ontrusnlng current from the well started thewhistle to Khrlektnga storm invariably followed.
When the tone of the whittle was changed by
the reversing of the current.lt was discoveredthat the change meant a change and the com.
Ii.e of fair weather. These weather signalsnever failed. N ben the weather was settledtho whistle was silent '1 be whistle got out oforeler wmo years ago. and. for some reason, wasnever repaired but the mining and golnsr cur. ,
rents of air still prophesy the coming of their eJSfambimy.'t,ClU f "" " "ItU

The rail of the sfeKsaala.
JVoat las Altxuy Demooro.

McKenzle River is the outflow of twin lakeson the eastern slope of Hackerman's Paas. It li&V',nBr4orr.D.'rom e

8r5tJ,a"'one at least soventy.flve feet and ind er one hundred feetIt is something of a task to get to thew through
canlrocffnlaSnVb? W tL WUL"1 fi!

Nothing concerning the scenery of these rug. h"e M0 overtrain. When
W,t!i21, .' th8 '." wo ,w amazed at the ''aJvi."' a"1"1""1'"' ntl beauty presented. 1

nonf .f u' liAA 'n 1preaching It is a torrent that is prwlt'l 1
iSJKLIIS.m ' rC,i.t W ln h heart of n iL h? y ru "non. and leap, without I5n.$!Lt?.tlle.re" W0- - Ailing the gorge and 1
22ILr.'?f 'I" "d causing rank 1
Srew,t.J.i,8irS S4 ',r.raai flowers to iprlfl mTir of soil.
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